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Hitler in 1934, Germany would be in a situation enabling her to
reap by bloodless means even in the West the fruits of her
rearmament. Ten years ago he had said that the Germans
could not accept the existing order in the West, and France
must be ruthlessly destroyed in a "final decisive struggle."
Now, however, there are entirely new chances for Germany to
induce France, the dying nation, voluntarily to abandon her
past role in Europe. This sober and sensible nation, no longer
dreaming of glory and heroism, a nation of petty bourgeois,
would be much too clear-headed to fail to see the uselessness of a
renewed struggle with Germany.
It is known that this line of thought has for a long time ruled
among the leading members of the party, and that it largely
determined the policy pursued against Austria and Czecho-
slovakia. There is no hatred of the French nation. On the
contrary, even among persons whose weakness does not lie in
the direction of impartial judgment of opponents, I have found
the French referred to with unqualified respect as soldiers. But
it was joined to an equally great contempt of the political aims
of the nation. France's importance in history, it was universally
considered, had come to an end with the Great War. The
nation was no longer capable of anything beyond a heroic
resistance in national defence; it would never again develop
readiness to take the offensive. Its ilan had been broken for all
time. It was inconceivable that French expeditionary forces
should play a part of any importance in a foreign war. There
was no longer, a prominent politician said to me, any need to
isolate or encircle France, as Germany was suspected of
intending; France was voluntarily isolating herself. She could
do nothing else. And this estimate dates from years before the
autumn of 1938. In his purpose of destroying France, or at all
events decisively vanquishing her, Hitler stood alone, said my
informant, among the German people. A war with France
would be extremely unpopular. There is no feeling in Germany